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Below is an index and description of the withheld documents responsive to this request and the
FOIA exemption(s) providing basis for denial.

Doc Description FOIA Exemption(s) providing
No. basis for denial, 5 U.S.C. § 552
1 HDPE.EPA-0001-0021 21 pages (b)(4)

Formosa Plastics Corporation
Nodes 41 & 42 with C-212 & C-213 of 2008
Process Hazard Analysis Report

HDPE.EPA-0022-0023 (b)(4)
2 2 page response to Sherronda Martin-Phelps email
with 14 items







From: Martin, Sherronda

To: "ddowns@ftpc.fpciusa.com"; "rpfuhl@ftpc.fpcusa.com"; "smarwitz@ftpc.fpcusa.com™
Subject: FW: Information on recent fire at the Point Comfort facility
Date: Wednesday, May 08, 2013 10:48:00 AM

Good Morning,

| am contacting you in regards to the information noted in subject line. | am trying to get some
follow up information on the recent incident that occurred at your facility. | initially contacted Ms.
Nobles (see email message below), but | received a failed message error. If any one of you
gentlemen could help me with this information I'd really appreciate it. If you have questions please
feel free to contact me at the number listed below or via email whatever works for you. Thank you in
advance and | look forward to hearing from you soon.

Mrs. Sherronda Martin-Phelps
U.S. EPA Region 6

Surveillance Section

Office: 281.983.2122

Mobile: 281.620.7891

Email: martin.sherronda@epa.gov

From: Martin, Sherronda

Sent: Tuesday, May 07, 2013 3:55 PM

To: 'DionneN@ftpc.fpcusa.com’

Subject: Information on recent fire at the Point Comfort facility

Afternoon Ms. Nobles,

| was wondering if you could provide me with information on the recent fire that occurred at your

facility? May 2" | believe where a supposed ethylene leak was the ignition source and 14
employees were injured. Even if you could direct me to the proper contact on this incident, that
would be great as well. Please advise when possible.

Thank you very much...

Mrs. Sherronda Martin-Phelps
U.S. EPA Region 6

Surveillance Section

Office: 281.983.2122

Mobile: 281.620.7891

Email: martin.sherronda@epa.gov
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From: Stephanie Schmidt/FTEHSE

To: Martin, Sherronda
Subject: FW: Information on recent fire at the Point Comfort facility
Date: Wednesday, May 08, 2013 2:18:56 PM

Good afternoon Mrs. Martin-Phelps,

My name is Stephanie Schmidt, and | am an Assistant Manager in the Environmental
Department at Formosa Plastics Corporation, Texas. Your email correspondence regarding the

May 2" incident was routed to me today.

To address your initial comments, the incident did occur on May 2, 2013. The equipment
involved was an out-of-service column that was blinded from the rest of the unit. At this point,
it appears that there was a catalyst reaction inside of the column, and not an ethylene leak as
the ignition source. This incident is still under investigation by site personnel.

Please let me know if you have any further questions or need any other information.

Thank you,
Stephanie

Stephanie Schmidt Mayfield
Assistant Manager - Air
Environmental Health & Safety
Formosa Plastics Corporation — Texas
Office - 361.987.8073

Cell - 361.571.0994

From: Paul Heurtevant/TX EHS

Sent: Wednesday, May 08, 2013 1:06 PM

To: Stephanie Schmidt/FTEHSF

Cc: Steve Marwitz/TXEHS; Darren Downs/FTEHSF; Ricky Pfuhl/FTEHSF
Subject: FW: Information on recent fire at the Point Comfort facility

Stephanie,
Please contact Mrs. Martin-Phelps to review.
Thanks

Paul

From: Steve Marwitz/TXEHS

Sent: Wednesday, May 08, 2013 12:08 PM

To: Paul Heurtevant/TX EHS

Cc: Steve Marwitz/TXEHS

Subject: FW: Information on recent fire at the Point Comfort facility
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Paul;

You may already know about this. Who do you want on your staff to make the contact?

Qbrere M arwitz

From: Martin, Sherronda [mailto:martin.sherronda@epa.gov]
Sent: Wednesday, May 08, 2013 10:48 AM

To: ddowns@ftpc.fpciusa.com; Ricky Pfuhl/FTEHSF; Steve Marwitz/TXEHS
Subject: FW: Information on recent fire at the Point Comfort facility

Good Morning,

| am contacting you in regards to the information noted in subject line. | am trying to get some
follow up information on the recent incident that occurred at your facility. I initially contacted Ms.
Nobles (see email message below), but | received a failed message error. If any one of you
gentlemen could help me with this information I'd really appreciate it. If you have questions please
feel free to contact me at the number listed below or via email whatever works for you. Thank you in
advance and | look forward to hearing from you soon.

Mrs. Sherronda Martin-Phelps
U.S. EPA Region 6

Surveillance Section

Office: 281.983.2122

Mobile: 281.620.7891

Email: martin.sherronda®epa.gov

From: Martin, Sherronda

Sent: Tuesday, May 07, 2013 3:55 PM

To: 'DionneN@ftpc.fpcusa.com’

Subject: Information on recent fire at the Point Comfort facility

Afternoon Ms. Nobles,

| was wondering if you could provide me with information on the recent fire that occurred at your

facility? May 2" | believe where a supposed ethylene leak was the ignition source and 14
employees were injured. Even if you could direct me to the proper contact on this incident, that
would be great as well. Please advise when possible.

Thank you very much...

Mrs. Sherronda Martin-Phelps
U.S. EPA Region 6

Surveillance Section

Office: 281.983.2122
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Mobile: 281.620.7891
Email: martin.sherronda@epa.gov

This communication is solely for use by the intended recipient and may contain information that is
privileged, confidential or copyrighted under applicable law. If you are not the intended recipient, you
are hereby formally notified that any use, copying or distribution of this communication, in whole or in
part, is strictly prohibited. Unless explicitly stated, this communication does not constitute a contract
offer, a contract amendment, or an acceptance of a contract offer. This communication also does not
constitute consent to the use of sender’'s contact information for direct marketing purposes or for
transfers of data to third parties.
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Dear Mrs. Mayfield:

| previously contacted your facility in regards to the incident that occurred May 2, 2013 at the Point Comfort
location. Please provide the following information for the noted incident to the best of your knowledge:

1.

10.

11.

12.

13.

Provide the name, title, email and mailing address for the person to whom formal correspondence should be
sent regarding the release.

Have there been any investigations or audits of the incident? Who performed the investigations/audits?
Provide a copy of the reports (or similar documentation) describing the results.

What measures have been taken to address the findings, conclusions or recommendations of the
investigations/audits. Are there any findings, conclusions, or recommendations that have not been addressed
fully, and if so, what measures remain to be taken, and what is the expected timeline.

What process units were involved (emissions points and facilities)? Provide a brief process description for the
processes involved in the release. Please mark all confidential business information as such.

What specific chemicals were released during the incident, including the amounts for each chemical?

What is the initial best known cause or root cause of the release? Were there any additional contributing
factors that you are aware of?

What is the best known start time and duration of the incident?

Was there any property or equipment damage that resulted from the release? If yes, explain.

Were there any injuries attributed to the release? If yes, explain.

What emergency response measures were taken to stop and/or to minimize hazards from the incident?

Did you issue any evacuation or shelter in place order as a result of the incident?

If any relevant process hazard analysis or job hazard analysis has ever been performed for the associated
processes, or activities being performed when the release occurred, provide a copy of the associated
documents/reports.

Has the state environmental agency (TCEQ) conducted an inspection or requested information regarding the

release? If so, please provide the name and contact information for each agency person who conducted an
inspection or requested information.

14. What is the SIC or NAICS code for the site where the release occurred?

Provide the above requested information by May 20, 2013. If you will not be able to provide some of the
information requested, provide a response by May 20, 2013, with any of the information that can be provided and
an explanation as to why certain requested information is not available, and/or when the information might be
available.

Thanks,

Sherronda

Sherronda Martin-Phelps

Environmental Engineer

Air Surveillance Section

US EPA, Region 6, 6EN-ASH

10625 Fallstone Rd.,Houston, TX 77099
Phone: 281.983.2122





This email may contain material that is confidential, privileged and/or attorney work product and is for the sole use
of the intended recipient. Any review, reliance or distribution by others or forwarding without express permission
is strictly prohibited. If you are not the intended recipient, please contact the sender and delete all copies.






From: Margaret Osbourne

To: Martin, Sherronda
Subject: Fw: Initial Report of a Plant Fire in Point Comfort, Calhoun County 050213
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 11:47:40 AM

Hi Sherronda:

Here are the two reports on the plant fire at Formosa Plastics in Point Comfort, TX.

Thanks,
Margaret

Final Report of a Plant Fire in Point Comfort, Calhoun County 050213

State of Texas SOC  to: undisclosed-recipients:; 05/02/2013 09:08 PM
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Ref: Initial Report of a Plant Fire in Point Comfort, Calhoun County 050213

The State of Texas State Operations Center (SOC) received final report of a fire at the Formosa Plant
in Point Comfort, Calhoun County. The fire was quickly extinguished and remains under investigation.
The fire was believed to be caused by an ethylene leak that ignited. A total of 14 people were
transported to area hospitals. Two people were airlifted to Galveston and Houston. Several workers
were triaged at the scene, but not transported. TCEQ was notified. All resources have demobilized and

no further assistance is required. (DC 17 — Victoria)
————— Forwarded by Margaret Osbourne/R6/USEPA/US on 05/06/2013 11:45 AM -----
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Initial Report of a Plant Fire in Point Comfort, Calhoun County 050213

State of Texas SOC  to: undisclosed-recipients:; 05/02/2013 04:26 PM

The State of Texas State Operations Center (SOC) received an initial report of a fire at the Formosa
Plant in Point Comfort, Calhoun County. Twelve injuries have been reported. Two were airlifted to
UTMB Galveston, and Herman Hospital Houston. Five individuals were transported to Citizens Hospital

in Victoria, and five to Memorial Medical in Port Lavaca. Responding agencies include Calhoun EMS,
Fire and Sheriff's Office. (DC 17 — Victoria)






From: Martin, Sherronda

To: "DionneN@ftpc.fpcusa.com”
Subject: Information on recent fire at the Point Comfort facility
Date: Tuesday, May 07, 2013 3:55:00 PM

Afternoon Ms. Nobles,

| was wondering if you could provide me with information on the recent fire that occurred at your

facility? May 2" | believe where a supposed ethylene leak was the ignition source and 14
employees were injured. Even if you could direct me to the proper contact on this incident, that
would be great as well. Please advise when possible.

Thank you very much...

Mrs. Sherronda Martin-Phelps
U.S. EPA Region 6

Surveillance Section

Office: 281.983.2122

Mobile: 281.620.7891

Email: martin.sherronda@epa.gov
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From: Jaime Tseng/FTEHSE

To: Martin, Sherronda

Subject: Information request for Formosa 5/2 Incident
Date: Friday, May 17, 2013 2:05:17 PM
Importance: High

Mrs. Phelps,

This is from Jaime Tseng at Formosa Texas facility. | will be your new contact for your information
request. | have contacted your office at Houston on Friday and you are out of office. We will
provide you the information you requested by 5/20/2013 (Monday).

As you know, investigation is still under way. As soon as we received new information, we will share
with agencies. Due to legal issues, some of information requested may require through company
legal department if an investigation is conducted by agencies. Company may contact your legal
department for discussion on protocol. Please contact me at 361-987-7457 if you have any
guestions regarding this matter. Thanks for your attention.

Jaime Tseng- Corporate PSM Group

This communication is solely for use by the intended recipient and may contain information that is
privileged, confidential or copyrighted under applicable law. If you are not the intended recipient, you
are hereby formally notified that any use, copying or distribution of this communication, in whole or in
part, is strictly prohibited. Unless explicitly stated, this communication does not constitute a contract
offer, a contract amendment, or an acceptance of a contract offer. This communication also does not
constitute consent to the use of sender’'s contact information for direct marketing purposes or for
transfers of data to third parties.
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From: Martin, Sherronda

To: Gigger, Richard

Subject: RE: Information on recent fire at the Point Comfort facility
Date: Tuesday, May 21, 2013 10:16:00 AM

Richard...

I've spoken with Mr. Tseng...so no call at 10:30...

Mrs. Sherronda Martin-Phelps
U.S. EPA Region 6

Surveillance Section

Office: 281.983.2122

Mobile: 281.620.7891

Email: martin.sherronda@epa.gov

From: Jaime Tseng/FTEHSF [mailto:JaimeT@ftpc.fpcusa.com]
Sent: Tuesday, May 21, 2013 10:03 AM

To: Gigger, Richard

Cc: Martin, Sherronda

Subject: RE: Information on recent fire at the Point Comfort facility

Mr. Gigger,

I will call you at 10:30 am today. Thanks,

From: Gigger, Richard [mailto:Gigger.Richard@epa.gov]
Sent: Monday, May 20, 2013 1:22 PM

To: Jaime Tseng/FTEHSF
Subject: RE: Information on recent fire at the Point Comfort facility

Yes — | will be here

From: Jaime Tseng/FTEHSF [mailto:JaimeT@ftpc.fpcusa.com]
Sent: Monday, May 20, 2013 1:20 PM

To: Gigger, Richard
Subject: RE: Information on recent fire at the Point Comfort facility
Importance: High

Mr. Gigger,

Can| call you and Mrs. Phelps tomorrow for this confirmation please? Thanks,

From: Gigger, Richard [mailto:Gigger.Richard@epa.gov]
Sent: Monday, May 20, 2013 1:04 PM

To: Jaime Tseng/FTEHSF
Subject: RE: Information on recent fire at the Point Comfort facility

| got your phone message today. As you may know. EPA personnel are required to take
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administrative furlough days due to sequestration. Sherronda and | were both off on last Friday.
Sherronda should be back in Tuesday May 21.

From: Jaime Tseng/FTEHSF [mailto:JaimeT@ftpc.fpcusa.com]
Sent: Friday, May 17, 2013 3:17 PM

To: Gigger, Richard
Subject: RE: Information on recent fire at the Point Comfort facility
Importance: High

Mr. Gigger,

Formosa at Texas facility have received information request from Mrs. Sherronda Martin- Phepls of
your staff regarding 14 items of information associated with 5/2 incident at the facility. Could you
please help us to confirm the request? And we will send document to Mrs. Phelps by Monday
(5/20). | can be reached at 361-987-7457. Thanks for your confirmation.

Jaime Tseng- Formosa, Texas

From: Martin, Sherronda [mailto:martin.sherronda@epa.gov]
Sent: Wednesday, May 08, 2013 10:48 AM

To: ddowns@ftpc.fpciusa.com; Ricky Pfuhl/FTEHSF; Steve Marwitz/TXEHS
Subject: FW: Information on recent fire at the Point Comfort facility

Good Morning,

| am contacting you in regards to the information noted in subject line. | am trying to get some
follow up information on the recent incident that occurred at your facility. I initially contacted Ms.
Nobles (see email message below), but | received a failed message error. If any one of you
gentlemen could help me with this information I'd really appreciate it. If you have questions please
feel free to contact me at the number listed below or via email whatever works for you. Thank you in
advance and | look forward to hearing from you soon.

Mrs. Sherronda Martin-Phelps
U.S. EPA Region 6

Surveillance Section

Office: 281.983.2122

Mobile: 281.620.7891

Email: martin.sherronda@epa.gov

From: Martin, Sherronda

Sent: Tuesday, May 07, 2013 3:55 PM

To: 'DionneN@ftpc.fpcusa.com’

Subject: Information on recent fire at the Point Comfort facility

Afternoon Ms. Nobles,
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| was wondering if you could provide me with information on the recent fire that occurred at your

facility? May 2" | believe where a supposed ethylene leak was the ignition source and 14
employees were injured. Even if you could direct me to the proper contact on this incident, that
would be great as well. Please advise when possible.

Thank you very much...

Mrs. Sherronda Martin-Phelps
U.S. EPA Region 6

Surveillance Section

Office: 281.983.2122

Mobile: 281.620.7891

Email: martin.sherronda@epa.gov

This communication is solely for use by the intended recipient and may contain information that is privileged,
confidential or copyrighted under applicable law. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby formally
notified that any use, copying or distribution of this communication, in whole or in part, is strictly prohibited.
Unless explicitly stated, this communication does not constitute a contract offer, a contract amendment, or an
acceptance of a contract offer. This communication also does not constitute consent to the use of sender's contact
information for direct marketing purposes or for transfers of data to third parties.

This communication is solely for use by the intended recipient and may contain information that is privileged,
confidential or copyrighted under applicable law. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby formally
notified that any use, copying or distribution of this communication, in whole or in part, is strictly prohibited.
Unless explicitly stated, this communication does not constitute a contract offer, a contract amendment, or an
acceptance of a contract offer. This communication also does not constitute consent to the use of sender's contact
information for direct marketing purposes or for transfers of data to third parties.

This communication is solely for use by the intended recipient and may contain information that is privileged,
confidential or copyrighted under applicable law. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby formally
notified that any use, copying or distribution of this communication, in whole or in part, is strictly prohibited.
Unless explicitly stated, this communication does not constitute a contract offer, a contract amendment, or an
acceptance of a contract offer. This communication also does not constitute consent to the use of sender's contact
information for direct marketing purposes or for transfers of data to third parties.
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From: Jaime Tsena/FTEHSE

To: Gigger, Richard

Cc: Martin, Sherronda

Subject: RE: Information on recent fire at the Point Comfort facility
Date: Tuesday, May 21, 2013 10:04:42 AM

Mr. Gigger,

I will call you at 10:30 am today. Thanks,

From: Gigger, Richard [mailto:Gigger.Richard@epa.gov]

Sent: Monday, May 20, 2013 1:22 PM

To: Jaime Tseng/FTEHSF

Subject: RE: Information on recent fire at the Point Comfort facility

Yes — | will be here

From: Jaime Tseng/FTEHSF [mailto:JaimeT@ftpc.fpcusa.com]
Sent: Monday, May 20, 2013 1:20 PM

To: Gigger, Richard

Subject: RE: Information on recent fire at the Point Comfort facility
Importance: High

Mr. Gigger,

Can| call you and Mrs. Phelps tomorrow for this confirmation please? Thanks,

From: Gigger, Richard [mailto:Gigger.Richard@epa.gov]
Sent: Monday, May 20, 2013 1:04 PM

To: Jaime Tseng/FTEHSF
Subject: RE: Information on recent fire at the Point Comfort facility

| got your phone message today. As you may know. EPA personnel are required to take
administrative furlough days due to sequestration. Sherronda and | were both off on last Friday.
Sherronda should be back in Tuesday May 21.

From: Jaime Tseng/FTEHSF [mailto:JaimeT@ftpc.fpcusa.com]
Sent: Friday, May 17, 2013 3:17 PM

To: Gigger, Richard
Subject: RE: Information on recent fire at the Point Comfort facility
Importance: High

Mr. Gigger,

Formosa at Texas facility have received information request from Mrs. Sherronda Martin- Phepls of
your staff regarding 14 items of information associated with 5/2 incident at the facility. Could you
please help us to confirm the request? And we will send document to Mrs. Phelps by Monday
(5/20). | can be reached at 361-987-7457. Thanks for your confirmation.
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Jaime Tseng- Formosa, Texas

From: Martin, Sherronda [mailto:martin.sherronda@epa.gov]
Sent: Wednesday, May 08, 2013 10:48 AM

To: ddowns@ftpc.fpciusa.com; Ricky Pfuhl/FTEHSF; Steve Marwitz/TXEHS
Subject: FW: Information on recent fire at the Point Comfort facility

Good Morning,

| am contacting you in regards to the information noted in subject line. | am trying to get some
follow up information on the recent incident that occurred at your facility. | initially contacted Ms.
Nobles (see email message below), but | received a failed message error. If any one of you
gentlemen could help me with this information I'd really appreciate it. If you have questions please
feel free to contact me at the number listed below or via email whatever works for you. Thank you in
advance and | look forward to hearing from you soon.

Mrs. Sherronda Martin-Phelps
U.S. EPA Region 6

Surveillance Section

Office: 281.983.2122

Mobile: 281.620.7891

Email: martin.sherronda@epa.gov

From: Martin, Sherronda

Sent: Tuesday, May 07, 2013 3:55 PM

To: 'DionneN@ftpc.fpcusa.com’

Subject: Information on recent fire at the Point Comfort facility

Afternoon Ms. Nobles,

| was wondering if you could provide me with information on the recent fire that occurred at your

facility? May 2" | believe where a supposed ethylene leak was the ignition source and 14
employees were injured. Even if you could direct me to the proper contact on this incident, that
would be great as well. Please advise when possible.

Thank you very much...

Mrs. Sherronda Martin-Phelps
U.S. EPA Region 6

Surveillance Section

Office: 281.983.2122

Mobile: 281.620.7891

Email: martin.sherronda®epa.gov
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This communication is solely for use by the intended recipient and may contain information that is privileged,
confidential or copyrighted under applicable law. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby formally
notified that any use, copying or distribution of this communication, in whole or in part, is strictly prohibited.
Unless explicitly stated, this communication does not constitute a contract offer, a contract amendment, or an
acceptance of a contract offer. This communication also does not constitute consent to the use of sender's contact
information for direct marketing purposes or for transfers of data to third parties.

This communication is solely for use by the intended recipient and may contain information that is privileged,
confidential or copyrighted under applicable law. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby formally
notified that any use, copying or distribution of this communication, in whole or in part, is strictly prohibited.
Unless explicitly stated, this communication does not constitute a contract offer, a contract amendment, or an
acceptance of a contract offer. This communication also does not constitute consent to the use of sender's contact
information for direct marketing purposes or for transfers of data to third parties.

This communication is solely for use by the intended recipient and may contain information that is privileged,
confidential or copyrighted under applicable law. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby formally
notified that any use, copying or distribution of this communication, in whole or in part, is strictly prohibited.
Unless explicitly stated, this communication does not constitute a contract offer, a contract amendment, or an
acceptance of a contract offer. This communication also does not constitute consent to the use of sender's contact
information for direct marketing purposes or for transfers of data to third parties.






From: Jaime Tsena/FTEHSE

To: Gigger, Richard

Cc: Martin, Sherronda

Subject: RE: Information on recent fire at the Point Comfort facility
Date: Tuesday, May 21, 2013 10:25:00 AM

Mr. Gigger,

Mrs. Phelps just called me for discussion of submitted document. She will call me back for further
instructions. Thanks,

From: Jaime Tseng/FTEHSF

Sent: Tuesday, May 21, 2013 10:03 AM

To: 'Gigger, Richard'

Cc: 'martin.sherronda@epa.gov'

Subject: RE: Information on recent fire at the Point Comfort facility

Mr. Gigger,

| will call you at 10:30 am today. Thanks,

From: Gigger, Richard [mailto:Gigger.Richard@epa.gov]

Sent: Monday, May 20, 2013 1:22 PM

To: Jaime Tseng/FTEHSF

Subject: RE: Information on recent fire at the Point Comfort facility

Yes — | will be here

From: Jaime Tseng/FTEHSF [mailto:JaimeT@ftpc.fpcusa.com]
Sent: Monday, May 20, 2013 1:20 PM

To: Gigger, Richard

Subject: RE: Information on recent fire at the Point Comfort facility
Importance: High

Mr. Gigger,

Can | call you and Mrs. Phelps tomorrow for this confirmation please? Thanks,

From: Gigger, Richard [mailto:Gigger.Richard@epa.gov]
Sent: Monday, May 20, 2013 1:04 PM

To: Jaime Tseng/FTEHSF
Subject: RE: Information on recent fire at the Point Comfort facility

| got your phone message today. As you may know. EPA personnel are required to take
administrative furlough days due to sequestration. Sherronda and | were both off on last Friday.
Sherronda should be back in Tuesday May 21.

From: Jaime Tseng/FTEHSF [mailto:JaimeT@ftpc.fpcusa.com]
Sent: Friday, May 17, 2013 3:17 PM
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To: Gigger, Richard
Subject: RE: Information on recent fire at the Point Comfort facility
Importance: High

Mr. Gigger,

Formosa at Texas facility have received information request from Mrs. Sherronda Martin- Phepls of
your staff regarding 14 items of information associated with 5/2 incident at the facility. Could you
please help us to confirm the request? And we will send document to Mrs. Phelps by Monday
(5/20). I can be reached at 361-987-7457. Thanks for your confirmation.

Jaime Tseng- Formosa, Texas

From: Martin, Sherronda [mailto:martin.sherronda@epa.gov]
Sent: Wednesday, May 08, 2013 10:48 AM

To: ddowns@ftpc.fpciusa.com; Ricky Pfuhl/FTEHSF; Steve Marwitz/TXEHS
Subject: FW: Information on recent fire at the Point Comfort facility

Good Morning,

| am contacting you in regards to the information noted in subject line. | am trying to get some
follow up information on the recent incident that occurred at your facility. | initially contacted Ms.
Nobles (see email message below), but | received a failed message error. If any one of you
gentlemen could help me with this information I'd really appreciate it. If you have questions please
feel free to contact me at the number listed below or via email whatever works for you. Thank you in
advance and | look forward to hearing from you soon.

Mrs. Sherronda Martin-Phelps
U.S. EPA Region 6

Surveillance Section

Office: 281.983.2122

Mobile: 281.620.7891

Email: martin.sherronda®epa.gov

From: Martin, Sherronda

Sent: Tuesday, May 07, 2013 3:55 PM

To: 'DionneN@ftpc.fpcusa.com’

Subject: Information on recent fire at the Point Comfort facility

Afternoon Ms. Nobles,

| was wondering if you could provide me with information on the recent fire that occurred at your

facility? May 2" | believe where a supposed ethylene leak was the ignition source and 14
employees were injured. Even if you could direct me to the proper contact on this incident, that
would be great as well. Please advise when possible.
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Thank you very much...

Mrs. Sherronda Martin-Phelps
U.S. EPA Region 6

Surveillance Section

Office: 281.983.2122

Mobile: 281.620.7891

Email: martin.sherronda@epa.gov

This communication is solely for use by the intended recipient and may contain information that is privileged,
confidential or copyrighted under applicable law. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby formally
notified that any use, copying or distribution of this communication, in whole or in part, is strictly prohibited.
Unless explicitly stated, this communication does not constitute a contract offer, a contract amendment, or an
acceptance of a contract offer. This communication also does not constitute consent to the use of sender's contact
information for direct marketing purposes or for transfers of data to third parties.

This communication is solely for use by the intended recipient and may contain information that is privileged,
confidential or copyrighted under applicable law. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby formally
notified that any use, copying or distribution of this communication, in whole or in part, is strictly prohibited.
Unless explicitly stated, this communication does not constitute a contract offer, a contract amendment, or an
acceptance of a contract offer. This communication also does not constitute consent to the use of sender's contact
information for direct marketing purposes or for transfers of data to third parties.

This communication is solely for use by the intended recipient and may contain information that is privileged,
confidential or copyrighted under applicable law. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby formally
notified that any use, copying or distribution of this communication, in whole or in part, is strictly prohibited.
Unless explicitly stated, this communication does not constitute a contract offer, a contract amendment, or an
acceptance of a contract offer. This communication also does not constitute consent to the use of sender's contact
information for direct marketing purposes or for transfers of data to third parties.
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From: Stephanie Schmidt/FTEHSE

To: Martin, Sherronda
Subject: RE: Information on recent fire at the Point Comfort facility
Date: Thursday, May 09, 2013 9:22:30 AM

Good morning Mrs. Martin-Phelps,

We notified TCEQ verbally of the incident, but there was no STEERS report created because it
was a non-reportable quantity release. At this time, a date of completion for the investigation
has not been determined.

The last update we received was that all but two contractors have been released from the
hospital. The two remaining in the hospital have asked for privacy. There is also one FPC-Texas
employee still being treated in the hospital.

~Stephanie

Stephanie Schmidt Mayfield
Assistant Manager - Air
Environmental Health & Safety
Formosa Plastics Corporation — Texas
Office - 361.987.8073

Cell - 361.571.0994

From: Martin, Sherronda [mailto:martin.sherronda@epa.gov]

Sent: Wednesday, May 08, 2013 2:47 PM

To: Stephanie Schmidt/FTEHSF

Subject: RE: Information on recent fire at the Point Comfort facility

Afternoon Ms. Schmidt,

Was there a Steers Report or anything of that nature created from the incident? If so could | please
get a copy of that information. | do understand that this could take some time to investigate, do you
all have an estimated date of completion? Has there been an update on the personnel that were
transported to area hospitals?

Mrs. Sherronda Martin-Phelps
U.S. EPA Region 6

Surveillance Section

Office: 281.983.2122

Mobile: 281.620.7891

Email: martin.sherronda@epa.gov

From: Stephanie Schmidt/FTEHSF [mailto:StephanieSchmidt@ftpc.fpcusa.com]
Sent: Wednesday, May 08, 2013 2:19 PM

To: Martin, Sherronda

Subject: FW: Information on recent fire at the Point Comfort facility

Good afternoon Mrs. Martin-Phelps,



mailto:StephanieSchmidt@ftpc.fpcusa.com

mailto:martin.sherronda@epa.gov

mailto:martin.sherronda@epa.gov



My name is Stephanie Schmidt, and | am an Assistant Manager in the Environmental
Department at Formosa Plastics Corporation, Texas. Your email correspondence regarding the

May 2" incident was routed to me today.

To address your initial comments, the incident did occur on May 2, 2013. The equipment
involved was an out-of-service column that was blinded from the rest of the unit. At this point,
it appears that there was a catalyst reaction inside of the column, and not an ethylene leak as
the ignition source. This incident is still under investigation by site personnel.

Please let me know if you have any further questions or need any other information.

Thank you,
Stephanie

Stephanie Schmidt Mayfield
Assistant Manager - Air
Environmental Health & Safety
Formosa Plastics Corporation — Texas
Office - 361.987.8073

Cell - 361.571.0994

From: Paul Heurtevant/TX EHS

Sent: Wednesday, May 08, 2013 1:06 PM

To: Stephanie Schmidt/FTEHSF

Cc: Steve Marwitz/TXEHS; Darren Downs/FTEHSF; Ricky Pfuhl/FTEHSF
Subject: FW: Information on recent fire at the Point Comfort facility

Stephanie,
Please contact Mrs. Martin-Phelps to review.
Thanks

Paul

From: Steve Marwitz/TXEHS

Sent: Wednesday, May 08, 2013 12:08 PM

To: Paul Heurtevant/TX EHS

Cc: Steve Marwitz/TXEHS

Subject: FW: Information on recent fire at the Point Comfort facility

Paul;

You may already know about this. Who do you want on your staff to make the contact?





Qbtare M awitz

From: Martin, Sherronda [mailto:martin.sherronda@epa.gov]
Sent: Wednesday, May 08, 2013 10:48 AM

To: ddowns@ftpc.fpciusa.com; Ricky Pfuhl/FTEHSF; Steve Marwitz/TXEHS
Subject: FW: Information on recent fire at the Point Comfort facility

Good Morning,

| am contacting you in regards to the information noted in subject line. | am trying to get some
follow up information on the recent incident that occurred at your facility. | initially contacted Ms.
Nobles (see email message below), but | received a failed message error. If any one of you
gentlemen could help me with this information I'd really appreciate it. If you have questions please
feel free to contact me at the number listed below or via email whatever works for you. Thank you in
advance and | look forward to hearing from you soon.

Mrs. Sherronda Martin-Phelps
U.S. EPA Region 6

Surveillance Section

Office: 281.983.2122

Mobile: 281.620.7891

Email: martin.sherronda@epa.gov

From: Martin, Sherronda

Sent: Tuesday, May 07, 2013 3:55 PM

To: 'DionneN@ftpc.fpcusa.com’

Subject: Information on recent fire at the Point Comfort facility

Afternoon Ms. Nobles,

| was wondering if you could provide me with information on the recent fire that occurred at your
facility? May 2" | believe where a supposed ethylene leak was the ignition source and 14
employees were injured. Even if you could direct me to the proper contact on this incident, that

would be great as well. Please advise when possible.

Thank you very much...

Mrs. Sherronda Martin-Phelps
U.S. EPA Region 6

Surveillance Section

Office: 281.983.2122

Mobile: 281.620.7891

Email: martin.sherronda@epa.gov



mailto:martin.sherronda@epa.gov

mailto:ddowns@ftpc.fpciusa.com

mailto:martin.sherronda@epa.gov

mailto:martin.sherronda@epa.gov



This communication is solely for use by the intended recipient and may contain information that is privileged,
confidential or copyrighted under applicable law. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby formally
notified that any use, copying or distribution of this communication, in whole or in part, is strictly prohibited.
Unless explicitly stated, this communication does not constitute a contract offer, a contract amendment, or an
acceptance of a contract offer. This communication also does not constitute consent to the use of sender's contact
information for direct marketing purposes or for transfers of data to third parties.

This communication is solely for use by the intended recipient and may contain information that is privileged,
confidential or copyrighted under applicable law. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby formally
notified that any use, copying or distribution of this communication, in whole or in part, is strictly prohibited.
Unless explicitly stated, this communication does not constitute a contract offer, a contract amendment, or an
acceptance of a contract offer. This communication also does not constitute consent to the use of sender's contact
information for direct marketing purposes or for transfers of data to third parties.






From: Martin, Sherronda

To: "Stephanie Schmidt/FTEHSF"
Subject: RE: Information on recent fire at the Point Comfort facility
Date: Wednesday, May 08, 2013 2:46:00 PM

Afternoon Ms. Schmidt,

Was there a Steers Report or anything of that nature created from the incident? If so could | please
get a copy of that information. | do understand that this could take some time to investigate, do you
all have an estimated date of completion? Has there been an update on the personnel that were
transported to area hospitals?

Mrs. Sherronda Martin-Phelps
U.S. EPA Region 6

Surveillance Section

Office: 281.983.2122

Mobile: 281.620.7891

Email: martin.sherronda@epa.gov

From: Stephanie Schmidt/FTEHSF [mailto:StephanieSchmidt@ftpc.fpcusa.com]
Sent: Wednesday, May 08, 2013 2:19 PM

To: Martin, Sherronda

Subject: FW: Information on recent fire at the Point Comfort facility

Good afternoon Mrs. Martin-Phelps,

My name is Stephanie Schmidt, and | am an Assistant Manager in the Environmental
Department at Formosa Plastics Corporation, Texas. Your email correspondence regarding the

May 2" incident was routed to me today.

To address your initial comments, the incident did occur on May 2, 2013. The equipment
involved was an out-of-service column that was blinded from the rest of the unit. At this point,
it appears that there was a catalyst reaction inside of the column, and not an ethylene leak as
the ignition source. This incident is still under investigation by site personnel.

Please let me know if you have any further questions or need any other information.

Thank you,
Stephanie

Stephanie Schmidt Mayfield
Assistant Manager - Air
Environmental Health & Safety
Formosa Plastics Corporation — Texas
Office - 361.987.8073

Cell - 361.571.0994
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From: Paul Heurtevant/TX EHS

Sent: Wednesday, May 08, 2013 1:06 PM

To: Stephanie Schmidt/FTEHSF

Cc: Steve Marwitz/TXEHS; Darren Downs/FTEHSF; Ricky Pfuhl/FTEHSF
Subject: FW: Information on recent fire at the Point Comfort facility

Stephanie,
Please contact Mrs. Martin-Phelps to review.
Thanks

Paul

From: Steve Marwitz/TXEHS

Sent: Wednesday, May 08, 2013 12:08 PM

To: Paul Heurtevant/TX EHS

Cc: Steve Marwitz/TXEHS

Subject: FW: Information on recent fire at the Point Comfort facility

Paul;

You may already know about this. Who do you want on your staff to make the contact?

Qbrare M rwitz

From: Martin, Sherronda [mailto:martin.sherronda@epa.gov]
Sent: Wednesday, May 08, 2013 10:48 AM

To: ddowns@ftpc.fpciusa.com; Ricky Pfuhl/FTEHSF; Steve Marwitz/TXEHS
Subject: FW: Information on recent fire at the Point Comfort facility

Good Morning,

| am contacting you in regards to the information noted in subject line. | am trying to get some
follow up information on the recent incident that occurred at your facility. | initially contacted Ms.
Nobles (see email message below), but | received a failed message error. If any one of you
gentlemen could help me with this information I'd really appreciate it. If you have questions please
feel free to contact me at the number listed below or via email whatever works for you. Thank you in
advance and | look forward to hearing from you soon.

Mrs. Sherronda Martin-Phelps
U.S. EPA Region 6

Surveillance Section

Office: 281.983.2122

Mobile: 281.620.7891

Email: martin.sherronda@epa.gov
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From: Martin, Sherronda

Sent: Tuesday, May 07, 2013 3:55 PM

To: 'DionneN@ftpc.fpcusa.com’

Subject: Information on recent fire at the Point Comfort facility

Afternoon Ms. Nobles,

| was wondering if you could provide me with information on the recent fire that occurred at your

2" | believe where a supposed ethylene leak was the ignition source and 14

facility? May
employees were injured. Even if you could direct me to the proper contact on this incident, that

would be great as well. Please advise when possible.

Thank you very much...

Mrs. Sherronda Martin-Phelps
U.S. EPA Region 6

Surveillance Section

Office: 281.983.2122

Mobile: 281.620.7891

Email: martin.sherronda@epa.gov

This communication is solely for use by the intended recipient and may contain information that is privileged,
confidential or copyrighted under applicable law. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby formally
notified that any use, copying or distribution of this communication, in whole or in part, is strictly prohibited.
Unless explicitly stated, this communication does not constitute a contract offer, a contract amendment, or an
acceptance of a contract offer. This communication also does not constitute consent to the use of sender's contact
information for direct marketing purposes or for transfers of data to third parties.
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From: Martin, Sherronda

To: "Stephanie Schmidt/FTEHSE"

Subject: RE: Information on recent fire at the Point Comfort facility
Date: Thursday, May 16, 2013 12:41:00 PM

Attachments: Formosa Incident Questionnaire.docx

Afternoon Mrs. Mayfield,

I know we’ve communicated briefly on the May 2" incident in question. | understand there is a
current investigation being conducted and you may not have all the information. | have attached a
guestionnaire for you to review and answer to the best of your ability. If you could return this to me
by May 20, 2013 or sooner that would be great. If you have any questions for me on the attached
document please feel free to contact me. Thank you for your time and attention in this matter.

Mrs. Sherronda Martin-Phelps
U.S. EPA Region 6

Surveillance Section

Office: 281.983.2122

Mobile: 281.620.7891

Email: martin.sherronda@epa.gov

From: Stephanie Schmidt/FTEHSF [mailto:StephanieSchmidt@ftpc.fpcusa.com]
Sent: Thursday, May 09, 2013 9:22 AM

To: Martin, Sherronda

Subject: RE: Information on recent fire at the Point Comfort facility

Good morning Mrs. Martin-Phelps,

We notified TCEQ verbally of the incident, but there was no STEERS report created because it
was a non-reportable quantity release. At this time, a date of completion for the investigation
has not been determined.

The last update we received was that all but two contractors have been released from the
hospital. The two remaining in the hospital have asked for privacy. There is also one FPC-Texas
employee still being treated in the hospital.

~Stephanie

Stephanie Schmidt Mayfield
Assistant Manager - Air
Environmental Health & Safety
Formosa Plastics Corporation — Texas
Office - 361.987.8073

Cell - 361.571.0994

From: Martin, Sherronda [mailto:martin.sherronda@epa.gov]
Sent: Wednesday, May 08, 2013 2:47 PM

To: Stephanie Schmidt/FTEHSF
Subject: RE: Information on recent fire at the Point Comfort facility
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Dear Mrs. Mayfield:





I previously contacted your facility in regards to the incident that occurred May 2, 2013 at the Point Comfort location. Please provide the following information for the noted incident to the best of your knowledge:





1.	Provide the name, title, email and mailing address for the person to whom formal correspondence should be sent regarding the release.


2.	Have there been any investigations or audits of the incident?  Who performed the investigations/audits? Provide a copy of the reports (or similar documentation) describing the results. 


3.	What measures have been taken to address the findings, conclusions or recommendations of the investigations/audits. Are there any findings, conclusions, or recommendations that have not been addressed fully, and if so, what measures remain to be taken, and what is the expected timeline.  


4.	What process units were involved (emissions points and facilities)? Provide a brief process description for the processes involved in the release. Please mark all confidential business information as such. 


5.	What specific chemicals were released during the incident, including the amounts for each chemical?


6.	What is the initial best known cause or root cause of the release?  Were there any additional contributing factors that you are aware of?


7.	What is the best known start time and duration of the incident?


8.	Was there any property or equipment damage that resulted from the release?  If yes, explain.


9.	Were there any injuries attributed to the release?  If yes, explain.


10.	What emergency response measures were taken to stop and/or to minimize hazards from the incident?


11.	Did you issue any evacuation or shelter in place order as a result of the incident?


12.	If any relevant process hazard analysis or job hazard analysis has ever been performed for the associated processes, or activities being performed when the release occurred, provide a copy of the associated documents/reports.


13.	Has the state environmental agency (TCEQ) conducted an inspection or requested information regarding the release? If so, please provide the name and contact information for each agency person who conducted an inspection or requested information. 


14. What is the SIC or NAICS code for the site where the release occurred?


Provide the above requested information by May 20, 2013. If you will not be able to provide some of the information requested, provide a response by May 20, 2013, with any of the information that can be provided and an explanation as to why certain requested information is not available, and/or when the information might be available.


Thanks,





Sherronda	





Sherronda Martin-Phelps
Environmental Engineer
Air Surveillance Section
US EPA, Region  6, 6EN-ASH
10625 Fallstone Rd.,Houston, TX  77099
Phone:  281.983.2122


This email may contain material that is confidential, privileged and/or attorney work product and is for the sole use of the intended recipient.  Any review, reliance or distribution by others or forwarding without express permission is strictly prohibited.  If you are not the intended recipient, please contact the sender and delete all copies.




Afternoon Ms. Schmidt,

Was there a Steers Report or anything of that nature created from the incident? If so could | please
get a copy of that information. | do understand that this could take some time to investigate, do you
all have an estimated date of completion? Has there been an update on the personnel that were
transported to area hospitals?

Mrs. Sherronda Martin-Phelps
U.S. EPA Region 6

Surveillance Section

Office: 281.983.2122

Mobile: 281.620.7891

Email: martin.sherronda@epa.gov

From: Stephanie Schmidt/FTEHSF [mailto:StephanieSchmidt@ftpc.fpcusa.com]
Sent: Wednesday, May 08, 2013 2:19 PM

To: Martin, Sherronda
Subject: FW: Information on recent fire at the Point Comfort facility

Good afternoon Mrs. Martin-Phelps,

My name is Stephanie Schmidt, and | am an Assistant Manager in the Environmental
Department at Formosa Plastics Corporation, Texas. Your email correspondence regarding the

May 2" incident was routed to me today.

To address your initial comments, the incident did occur on May 2, 2013. The equipment
involved was an out-of-service column that was blinded from the rest of the unit. At this point,
it appears that there was a catalyst reaction inside of the column, and not an ethylene leak as
the ignition source. This incident is still under investigation by site personnel.

Please let me know if you have any further questions or need any other information.

Thank you,
Stephanie

Stephanie Schmidt Mayfield
Assistant Manager - Air
Environmental Health & Safety
Formosa Plastics Corporation — Texas
Office - 361.987.8073

Cell - 361.571.0994

From: Paul Heurtevant/TX EHS
Sent: Wednesday, May 08, 2013 1:06 PM
To: Stephanie Schmidt/FTEHSF
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Cc: Steve Marwitz/TXEHS; Darren Downs/FTEHSF; Ricky Pfuhl/FTEHSF
Subject: FW: Information on recent fire at the Point Comfort facility

Stephanie,
Please contact Mrs. Martin-Phelps to review.
Thanks

Paul

From: Steve Marwitz/TXEHS

Sent: Wednesday, May 08, 2013 12:08 PM

To: Paul Heurtevant/TX EHS

Cc: Steve Marwitz/TXEHS

Subject: FW: Information on recent fire at the Point Comfort facility

Paul;

You may already know about this. Who do you want on your staff to make the contact?

Qbrare M arwitz

From: Martin, Sherronda [mailto:martin.sherronda@epa.gov]
Sent: Wednesday, May 08, 2013 10:48 AM

To: ddowns@ftpc.fpciusa.com; Ricky Pfuhl/FTEHSF; Steve Marwitz/TXEHS
Subject: FW: Information on recent fire at the Point Comfort facility

Good Morning,

| am contacting you in regards to the information noted in subject line. | am trying to get some
follow up information on the recent incident that occurred at your facility. | initially contacted Ms.
Nobles (see email message below), but | received a failed message error. If any one of you
gentlemen could help me with this information I'd really appreciate it. If you have questions please
feel free to contact me at the number listed below or via email whatever works for you. Thank you in
advance and | look forward to hearing from you soon.

Mrs. Sherronda Martin-Phelps
U.S. EPA Region 6

Surveillance Section

Office: 281.983.2122

Mobile: 281.620.7891

Email: martin.sherronda@epa.gov

From: Martin, Sherronda

Sent: Tuesday, May 07, 2013 3:55 PM

To: 'DionneN@ftpc.fpcusa.com’

Subject: Information on recent fire at the Point Comfort facility
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Afternoon Ms. Nobles,

| was wondering if you could provide me with information on the recent fire that occurred at your

facility? May 2" | believe where a supposed ethylene leak was the ignition source and 14
employees were injured. Even if you could direct me to the proper contact on this incident, that
would be great as well. Please advise when possible.

Thank you very much...

Mrs. Sherronda Martin-Phelps
U.S. EPA Region 6

Surveillance Section

Office: 281.983.2122

Mobile: 281.620.7891

Email: martin.sherronda@epa.gov

This communication is solely for use by the intended recipient and may contain information that is privileged,
confidential or copyrighted under applicable law. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby formally
notified that any use, copying or distribution of this communication, in whole or in part, is strictly prohibited.
Unless explicitly stated, this communication does not constitute a contract offer, a contract amendment, or an
acceptance of a contract offer. This communication also does not constitute consent to the use of sender's contact
information for direct marketing purposes or for transfers of data to third parties.

This communication is solely for use by the intended recipient and may contain information that is privileged,
confidential or copyrighted under applicable law. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby formally
notified that any use, copying or distribution of this communication, in whole or in part, is strictly prohibited.
Unless explicitly stated, this communication does not constitute a contract offer, a contract amendment, or an
acceptance of a contract offer. This communication also does not constitute consent to the use of sender's contact
information for direct marketing purposes or for transfers of data to third parties.
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From: Martin, Sherronda

To: "Jaime Tsena/FTEHSF"

Cc: Clay, Jeffrey

Subject: RE: Information request for Formosa 5/2 Incident
Date: Tuesday, May 21, 2013 11:24:00 AM

Mr. Tseng,

Please find the attorney’s contact information below:

Jeffrey Clay

USEPA REGION 6

1445 Ross Avenue

Suite 1200

Mail Code: 6RC

Dallas, Texas 75202-2733

His Contact Number 214-665-7297

Please send the information there. Thank you for time and attention to this matter.

Mrs. Sherronda Martin-Phelps
U.S. EPA Region 6

Surveillance Section

Office: 281.983.2122

Mobile: 281.620.7891

Email: martin.sherronda@epa.gov

From: Jaime Tseng/FTEHSF [mailto:JaimeT@ftpc.fpcusa.com]
Sent: Friday, May 17, 2013 2:04 PM

To: Martin, Sherronda

Subject: Information request for Formosa 5/2 Incident
Importance: High

Mrs. Phelps,

This is from Jaime Tseng at Formosa Texas facility. | will be your new contact for your information
request. | have contacted your office at Houston on Friday and you are out of office. We will

provide you the information you requested by 5/20/2013 (Monday).

As you know, investigation is still under way. As soon as we received new information, we will share
with agencies. Due to legal issues, some of information requested may require through company
legal department if an investigation is conducted by agencies. Company may contact your legal
department for discussion on protocol. Please contact me at 361-987-7457 if you have any

guestions regarding this matter. Thanks for your attention.

Jaime Tseng- Corporate PSM Group
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This communication is solely for use by the intended recipient and may contain information that is privileged,
confidential or copyrighted under applicable law. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby formally
notified that any use, copying or distribution of this communication, in whole or in part, is strictly prohibited.
Unless explicitly stated, this communication does not constitute a contract offer, a contract amendment, or an
acceptance of a contract offer. This communication also does not constitute consent to the use of sender's contact
information for direct marketing purposes or for transfers of data to third parties.





